nutrients, or maintaining the plant community by dispersing seeds and especially pollen (Gullan & Cranston, 2008) . The Hymenoptera concentrate the most important groups of pollinators, and researchers, governments and NGOs have increasingly given their attention in the last two decades especially to the native bees in order to preserve them (e.g. International Pollinator Initiative -IPI and Iniciativa Brasileira de Polinizadores, MMA, 2006) . Some actions have been proposed in order to establish strategies for monitoring and conservation of these organisms, considering their relevance to both wild and cultivated plants (e.g. Kevan & Imperatriz-Fonseca, 2002; Imperatriz-Fonseca et al., 2006) . The stingless bees, or Meliponini, a pan-tropical and very ancient group (Camargo, 2008 (Camargo, , 2013 , deserve special attention as a valuable socio-economic resource. They contribute directly to the pollination of important cultivated plants such as strawberry, "cupuaçu", "camu-camu", tomato, avocado, cucumber and others, by rising crop yields and improving fruits quality (e.g. Roubik, 1995; Slaa et al. 2006) . Also, these often mild-mannered bees are easily reared and have become an important source of income for beekeepers in the recent decades, by producing mainly honey and wax (e.g. Nogueira-Neto, 1970 , 1997 Cortopassi-Laurino et al., 2006; Contrera et al, 2011; Alves, 2013) . In addition to the importance of the "honey-pot" (term coined by P. Vit in order to point out the differences between the honey produced by stingless bees and that produced in combs by Apis, especially A. mellifera L.; Vit, 2013; Vit et al., 2013a; Alves, 2013) as food, the historical and socio-cultural aspects of the traditional and medicinal uses of the by-products of the stingless bees are also worthy of notice (e.g. Schwarz, 1948; Camargo & Posey, 1990; Engels, 2013; Jones, 2013; Ocampo Rosales, 2013; Quintal & Roubik, 2013; Vit et al. 2013b; Zamora et al., 2013) . Concerning the importance and diversity of the stingless bees -417 species for the Neotropical region up to the last update of the Moure's bee Catalogue (Camargo & Pedro, 2007a , in addition to others still not described, a panorama of the stingless bee fauna currently living in Brazil is presented, including geographic records by Brazilian states.
Material and Methods
The survey of species that occur in the Brazilian territory was based mainly on the material housed in the Camargo Collection -RPSP, Department of Biology, Faculty of Philosophy, Sciences and Letters of Ribeirão Preto, University of São Paulo, with reliable determinations made by J.M.F. Camargo, J.S. Moure or by the author, in addition to material studied by the author more recently. Most of information presented here was already compiled in the Moure Bee Catalogue (Camargo & Pedro, 2007a and recent taxonomic revisions (Camargo & Moure, 1994 , 1996 Camargo, 1996; , 2004 , 2005 , 2008 Marchi & Melo, 2006; Albuquerque & Camargo, 2007) . Information from other articles with taxonomic notes such as Melo (2013) was also considered.
Results and Discussion
A total of 244 valid species, and about 89 undescribed forms (species already recognized by the author, but which have not been published yet), affiliated to 29 genera, are recorded for Brazil (Table 1) . About 87 are endemic to Brazil, corresponding to ca. 20 % of the estimated Neotropical stingless bee species. Two genera are currently known only from Brazil, Friesella and the singular Trichotrigona (Camargo & Pedro, 2007b) . Of course, the results presented here will be drastically changed with the taxonomic revision of some diversified genera that need reevaluation, mainly Plebeia, Trigona, Melipona, Scaptotrigona and Trigonisca, which include many undescribed species. Unfortunately, good taxonomists are vanishing and few students show interest for classical taxonomy which demands time and dedication, besides background in different areas of knowledge, mainly morphology.
It is also worth noting that in addition to the taxonomic diversity, the stingless bees exhibit a large diversity of behaviors and ways of life (e.g. Camargo, 2008 Camargo, , 2013 , including cleptobiosis (Nogueira-Neto, 1970), necrophagy (Camargo & Roubik, 1991) , mutualistic association with coccids (Camargo & Pedro, 2002) and yeast (Camargo & Pedro, 2004) , as well as other associations yet poorly studied, such as for Trichotrigona (Camargo & Pedro, 2007b) . The diversity of architectural solutions and use of different substrates, even including gigantic nests of aggressive bees of the genus Trigona, made from the bees' own pollen feces (Roubik & Moreno, 2009) , and association with nests of other organisms such as ants, wasps, termites and birds to construct their nests is impressive (e.g. Rasmussen & Camargo, 2008 ; and compilation by Roubik, 2006) . All this biological and taxonomic diversity exhibited by the stingless bees living in Brazil make them amazing objects of study. 
